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1.4 recOmmendatiOn: Law enforcement 
agencies should promote legitimacy internally 
within the organization by applying the 
principles of procedural justice.

Organizational culture created through employee 
interaction with management can be linked to 
officers’ interaction with citizens. When an agency 
creates an environment that promotes internal 
procedural justice, it encourages its officers to 
demonstrate external procedural justice. And just 
as employees are more likely to take direction 
from management when they believe manage-
ment’s authority is legitimate, citizens are more 
likely to cooperate with the police when they 
believe the officers’ authority is legitimate. 

Internal procedural justice begins with the clear 
articulation of organizational core values and 
the transparent creation and fair application 
of an organization’s policies, protocols, and 
decision-making processes. If the workforce is 
actively involved in policy development, workers 
are more likely to use these same principles of 
external procedural justice in their interactions 
with the community. Even though the approach 
to implementing procedural justice is “top down,” 
the method should include all employees to best 
reach a shared vision and mission. Research shows 
that agencies should also use tools that encour-
age employee and supervisor collaboration and 
foster strong relationships between supervisors 
and employees. A more effective agency will result 
from a real partnership between the chief and the 
staff and a shared approach to public safety.19

1.4.1 actiOn item: In order to achieve 
internal legitimacy, law enforcement agen-
cies should involve employees in the process 
of developing policies and procedures. 

19.  Tim Richardson (senior legislative liaison, Fraternal Order of Police), in 
discussion with Ajima Olaghere (research assistant, COPS Office, Washington, DC), 
October 2014.

For example, internal department surveys should 
ask officers what they think of policing strategies 
in terms of enhancing or hurting their ability to 
connect with the public. Sometimes the lead-
ership is out of step with their rank and file, and 
a survey like this can be a diagnostic tool—a 
benchmark against which leadership can measure 
its effectiveness and ability to create a work envi-
ronment where officers feel safe to discuss their 
feelings about certain aspects of the job. 

1.4.2 actiOn item: Law enforcement agency 
leadership should examine opportunities to incor-
porate procedural justice into the internal discipline 
process, placing additional importance on values 
adherence rather than adherence to rules. Union 
leadership should be partners in this process. 

1.5 recOmmendatiOn: Law enforcement 
agencies should proactively promote public 
trust by initiating positive nonenforcement 
activities to engage communities that 
typically have high rates of investigative and 
enforcement involvement with government 
agencies. 

In communities that have high numbers of inter-
actions with authorities for a variety of reasons, 
police should actively create opportunities for 
interactions that are positive and not related to 
investigation or enforcement action. Witness 
Laura Murphy, for example, pointed out that when 
law enforcement targets people of color for the 
isolated actions of a few, it tags an entire com-
munity as lawless when in actuality 95 percent 
are law abiding.20 

20.  Listening Session on Building Trust and Legitimacy (oral testimony of Laura 
Murphy to the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing, Washington, DC, 
January 13, 2015).

This becomes a self-reinforcing 
concept. Another witness, Carmen Perez, provided 
an example of police engaging with citizens in 
another way:


