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political support of our elected leaders, 
which you deserved. 

At the time of this writing, shootings 
are up, killings are up, and there is no 
end in sight. The day before I wrote this 
article, an expectant mother was shot and 

killed while sitting in a car with her boy-
friend. The baby died too. That same day, 
a young tow-truck driver was shot and 
killed while trying to do his job. Hours 
before that, two young women were shot 
and killed at a warehouse party. When is 
enough, enough?

So while billions of dollars are spent on 
the homeless issue while only seeing the 

problem grow worse, while millions of 
the LAPD budget is being used to supple-
ment the paychecks of other employees 
and nonprofits to be named later, and 
while no one cares to fully engage in a 
practical plan to improve public safety, we 
will keep doing our jobs as police officers, 
and your union will keep fighting for you. 

We didn’t create this budget mess. We 

didn’t create the catastrophe that made 
it worse. So, don’t expect us to clean 
up the politicians’ mess. To use words 
our “defunding” Councilmembers will 
understand, that’s not the job of “armed 
police officers.”

As always, please feel free to contact 
me at CraigLally@lappl.org or call me 
at (213) 251-4554.  v

To: The Membership of the Los Angeles Police Protective League
These last few months have been a trial worldwide with the staggering succession of tragic events that have rocked the world since March. 

The soul-crushing effects of these catastrophes have been felt to some degree by every person on the globe. We in law enforcement, however, 
have uniquely been delivered the blow of demonization on top of the pandemic, the economy, the fires, social isolation, and so on. 

We have been asked to continue to hold back the chaos and then are fed to the wolves by the very people who did the asking. It is frustrating, 
disheartening and morale killing. The Board and membership of the Los Angeles Police Command Officers Association acknowledges that 

some of your frustrations have been directed upon us and that is valid and understandable. We want you and your families to know:

WE HEAR YOU
We hear the frustration and the pain of betrayal that has run rampant through our proud organization.

WE SEE YOU
When the looting and violence hit our streets, we know that ALL of the LAPD answered the call and we know that 

the work of LAPD is getting done.

WE VALUE YOU
We know that all the things we as command officers “need” are provided by the work that YOU do.

WE KNOW WHO YOU ARE
While the world demands change for American Policing, we know that you have already delivered and continue to deliver every day. 

It’s not just the changes in the Department but the people who make up the Department who are that change.

WE FEEL IT TOO
We, the members of your command staff, feel it too. We hurt too. We feel the betrayal of people who have taken credit for our collective 
success. We feel the anger at the deceptive misinformation and the propagation of ignorance by anti-police organizations and anarchists. 

We feel the fear for ourselves and our families against attacks, both psychological and physical. This situation of anti-police sentiment 
within a global pandemic is new to us as well.

But please know this … We need you and We stand with you. We were all hired to be the 
guardian angels of this City because of the quality of people we are. That quality is the source 

of our resilience, our innovative spirit, our integrity and our motivation. 
We will face the future as one. Thank you for all you do. 

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER.

LALLY
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